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n 1999 I received a call from Charlie Bray,
the first chair of Ten Chimneys Foundation’s
Board of Trustees. I was repatriating back to the
US after working abroad, and was curious as to
what Charlie wanted. He knew of my love for
preservation, and invited me and a handful of other
like-minded artistic and business innovators to join
him for an evening at Ten Chimneys. Anyone with
a modicum of interest in preservation was aware
that something was happening in Genesee Depot,
but just what was happening had not yet been
realized. And so I eagerly accepted the offer to join
the conversation and dream and dine in the room
where the Lunts had previously entertained Noël
Coward, Katharine Hepburn, Sir Laurence Olivier,
Helen Hayes, and all of their extraordinary friends
of the past. Ten Chimneys then wasn’t what it is
now, but instead a gentle theatrical maiden that had
fallen asleep, a once vibrant retreat waiting to be
awakened. As I walked through the quiet rooms,
I saw the passion that went into this home, the
legacy the Lunts had left for a future generation,
our generation, and the need all about me for this
beloved haven to be cared for at levels that had not

been seen for years. It was the early days of “Ten
Chimneys Foundation,” and there really wasn’t a
fully formed plan at that time for what would come.
And then, I met Joe Garton. One of my most fond
memories of Joe occurred during an early Board
meeting (yes, I gladly accepted Charlie Bray’s
offer to join the Board of Trustees), when Joe laid
before us all, what he saw when he looked at Ten
Chimneys. Of course, he was aware of the peeling
wallpaper and the crumbling garden walls and
the overgrown pathways—these would be tended
to—but what he really saw when he looked at
Ten Chimneys was what he knew Ten Chimneys
must be. He shared his vision of Ten Chimneys as a
powerful resource for theatre and the art of living.
He dreamed of Ten Chimneys as a place of vibrant
conversation and inspirational retreat, a haven not
only for “the best of the best” to gather, but also
for anyone to come, wander the grounds, and walk
in the footsteps created by the greats of the Golden
Age of Theatre. Naysayers outnumbered supporters,
but Joe wasn’t deterred and he brought us all
along, Board Members, Staff, Volunteers, Donors,

Community Members, anyone who would listen,
on a most extraordinary journey that has lead us
to today.
Joe Garton was in my thoughts when I took on the
role of Chair of the Board of Trustees in 2006, and
Joe Garton was in my thoughts when, in September
2012, I humbly and joyfully accepted the position
of President and CEO of Ten Chimneys Foundation.
The depth of inspiration and the breadth of affection
that I have for Ten Chimneys made stepping into
this new role an easy decision for me. I am in awe
of what has been accomplished at Ten Chimneys
during these early years, and excited by what I see
in Ten Chimneys’ future. We have welcomed the
preeminent regional-theatre actors in the country
here for our Lunt-Fontanne Fellowship Program,
and I see this distinguished class of Fellows growing
stronger and more influential year by year, evolving
into an even more deeply respected national and
international presence in the artistic communities
around the world. We have shared the Lunts’
home and our Program Center stage with icons
of their fields, and I am confident that those who
will be invited to Ten Chimneys in the future will

Ten chimneys grace the pages of this newsletter
much like they do at the estate. Can you find all ten?

My stewardship of Ten Chimneys is in
honor of the Lunts, Joe Garton, those who
have come before, and the future of Ten
Chimneys as it grows beyond anything we
can now imagine.
be equal to the task set before us by the past. My
stewardship of Ten Chimneys is in honor of the
Lunts, Joe Garton, those who have come before,
and the future of Ten Chimneys as it grows beyond
anything we can now imagine.
Joe Garton and his grand plans are never far from
all that I do. The core values that shaped Joe’s
vision and the Lunts’ lives—dedication to craft,
passion, attention to detail, lasting relationships,
mentorship, whimsy, graciousness—will continue
to shape all that we do at Ten Chimneys. This will
never change as we look toward this next chapter
of Ten Chimneys’ history. What also won’t change
is the richness of any experience at Ten Chimneys
because of the enduring dedication and unending
passion of the Board Members, Staff, Volunteers,
Donors, Community Members and Artistic

Leaders — all who continue to pour into the Lunts’
home their own love for this place that Alfred and
Lynn and Joe created. More than ever before, I feel
their presence as we shape new experiences and
find new ways of celebrating the rich history here
and honor what has been left for us to tend. Ten
Chimneys is for us—for all of us—to watch over,
care for, and enjoy.
I look forward to forging new collaborations as
we introduce Ten Chimneys to even more people
around the country and position Ten Chimneys to
comfortably and proudly reside in the spotlights
of a national and international stage. As a
preservationist and an architectural historian, I am
eager to grow the preservation legacy begun at Ten
Chimneys, and celebrate the eclectic architecture the
Lunts left for us to enjoy by opening our doors and
our imaginations to what more we can learn from
this estate alive with possibilities. It’s an exciting
time in the history of this estate the Lunts created
nearly 100 years ago, made more so because of the
hundreds of hands that continue to nurture, honor,
celebrate, and support this remarkable home, this
inspiring estate, this Ten Chimneys we love.

MORE THAN A
GREAT MUSEUM
Programs for the Public
and American Theatre
Ten Chimneys is more than a great
museum... it’s the place for aspiring and
accomplished theatre professionals to
gather; a retreat for guests from around
the world; an agricultural learning ground
for young minds; and a tour experience
that provides a design for living that
deeply resonates with our guests—for in
each of us there may be an actor, a farmer,
a collector, a painter, a seamstress, or a
mentor just waiting for inspiration. Alfred
Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, who created Ten
Chimneys as their retreat, exemplified
in all that they did, both on stage and
off, the art of a life lived well. Come visit
Ten Chimneys. Walk the paths, both
figuratively and literally, the Lunts created.
Be inspired.

PROGRAMS FOR THE PUBLIC
Agricultural Education
Through exciting community collaboration
Ten Chimneys Foundation will rehabilitate our
National Historic Landmark’s stone chicken
coop—including reintroducing a flock of
chickens—and our historic vegetable garden.
Throughout 2013 we will be piloting engaging
agriculturally based programming and landscape
stewardship internships that restore the spirit
and sustainability of the Lunts’ once vital farm.

Conversations at Ten Chimneys
Echoing the celebrated conversations that once
took place around the Lunts’ dining room table,
these lively and engaging programs have featured,
among others, TCM’s Robert Osbourne, famed
interviewer Dick Cavett, the legendary Lynn

Redgrave, and the award-winning Laura Linney.
Each is iconic in his or her own right, but all have
a shared connection to the Lunts, to theatre, or to
the broader themes of Ten Chimneys.

Estate Tours
A story-filled Drawing Room brimming with the
handiwork of a famous muralist; a graciously
appointed guest suite where often Helen Hayes
stayed; a charming Cottage once home to hens;
gardens that whisper the scents of a bygone
age—these spaces and more await guests at Ten
Chimneys. Those who visit, like guests of the
Lunts, are welcomed into the Lunts’ extraordinary
home without the fuss of ropes or barriers. Tours
of Ten Chimneys not only celebrate the one-ofa-kind collection the Lunts amassed during their
lifetimes, but also honor the values found in every
corner of the Lunts’ lives, both on the stage and

in the house they called home for more than half
a century. For more information on visiting Ten
Chimneys, see page 12.

PROGRAMS FOR
AMERICAN THEATRE

Music in the Drawing Room

The Lunt-Fontanne
Fellowship Program

One weekend a year since 2006, Ten Chimneys
has welcomed a nationally renowned cabaret
artist for an intimate evening of music in the
Lunts’ mural-filled Drawing Room, the same
space where the Lunts’ guests, the likes of
Katharine Hepburn, Helen Hayes, and Laurence
Olivier, were entertained by the sounds of the
Noël Coward Piano. Past performers have
included Christine Ebersole and Edward Hibbert,
Steve Ross, Gary Briggle, Mark Nadler, KT
Sullivan, and John Eaton. On April 12th and
13th, 2013, we are thrilled to welcome back
home the celebrated husband and wife pair,
often compared to the Lunts for their own
sense of style and passion and grace, Barbara
Fasano and Eric Comstock. Call 262.968.4110
for reservations.

Play Readings at Ten Chimneys
Laurence Olivier, Uta Hagen, Montgomery Clift,
Carol Channing, Dick Van Patten—each was a
protégé of the Lunts, and all credited the Lunts
with helping them “get their start.” Mentoring
was important to the Lunts, and continues to
be a cornerstone of the programs Ten Chimneys
Foundation nurtures, including our longstanding collaboration with the Milwaukee
Repertory Theater’s Artistic Internship Program
for Play Readings at Ten Chimneys. Come hear
a play as these contemporary protégés offer
book-in-hand readings of the celebrated plays
from the Lunts’ era.

Since its inception, this groundbreaking program
has been greeted with enthusiasm from theatres
around the country, hailing it as “deeply needed
and meaningful” and “transformative.” Each year,
eight to ten of the country’s top regional stage actors
travel to Ten Chimneys for an 8-day immersion
experience and master class with a world-renowned
Master Teacher. Following in the artistic footsteps
of the Lunts and their famous friends, LuntFontanne Fellows leave Ten Chimneys inspired and
rejuvenated, and with a deepened commitment to
mentorship. See pages 6–11 for more information.

Theatre Resource & Service
Programs
An invitation is extended to all theatres, and theatrerelated organizations, to allow artistic leaders to
retreat to Ten Chimneys to accomplish work they
consider critical to their organizations’ missions. In
2012, we welcomed friends from Northlight Theatre,
Skylight Music Theatre, Forward Theater Company,
the American Theatre Critics Conference, and the
Milwaukee Repertory Theater Summer Conservatory,
to name but a few.

High School Outreach
Since opening to the public, Ten Chimneys
Foundation has supported budding young artists as
they explore their creative pursuits through a tailored
tour experience, time on the estate grounds, and use
of our Program Center. We were proud to open our
doors in 2012 to international students visiting the
Milwaukee High School of the Arts and, for the fifth
year in a row, the students from Red Oak Young
Writers, among others.
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STAGECRAFT

RECENT ACQUISITIONS

The Interior Designs of Claggett Wilson

PORTRAIT
A Gift of the Family of Romulus Linney
A charcoal double-portrait of Alfred Lunt
and Lynn Fontanne circa 1946 by artist and
illustrator Leon Tadrick (1925–2006).
Tadrick depicted the Lunts around the time
of their triumphant return to Broadway with
O Mistress Mine after years of war service in
England. The portrait hung above the desk
of respected playwright Romulus Linney
(1930–2011) for decades—so that Romulus
Linney’s young daughter, now the famous
actress Laura Linney, assumed the Lunts
were part of her family.

O

ur 2012 exhibition offered a deeper look at the artist whose paint brush
transformed the rooms of Ten Chimneys into works of art.

Artist, set designer, and interior decorator Claggett Wilson took center stage
in Ten Chimneys Foundation’s exhibition Stagecraft: The Interior Designs of
Claggett Wilson. The exhibition featured images and objects that highlighted
Claggett Wilson’s contribution to Ten Chimneys, the perfect stage for
Broadway legends Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne’s rural retreat, while placing
his work within the larger context of interior design in the 1920s and ’30s.
International “Café Society” of the 1920s and ’30s had a penchant for scenic
wall decorations. Artists such as Claggett Wilson, Rex Whistler, Charles
Baskerville, and Dean Cornwell turned their paint brushes to the walls of
home and office, club and restaurant, hotel and ocean liner, with murals
characterized by daring color, playful scale, knowing naughtiness, and literary
and historic allusions. Ten Chimneys is a rare surviving example of this largely
forgotten school of interior decoration and of the sophisticated interiors
Claggett Wilson created for confident clients such as Solomon and Irene
Guggenheim and the Lunts.
Throughout our 2012 season, Director of Historic Preservation, Keith
MacKay, held well received exhibition gallery talks and special tours focused
on Claggett Wilson’s interiors.
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Pearls
A Gift of the Theater Hall of Fame
A set of faux pearls designed by Antonio
Castillo (1908–1984) that Lynn Fontanne
wore in her final stage production, The Visit.
Castillo, who won the Academy Award in
costume design for the film Nicholas and
Alexandra, created some of Lynn Fontanne’s
most elegant and memorable stage costumes,
including these pearls, inspired by Barbara
Hutton’s magnificent necklace, once owned
by Marie Antoinette.

We welcomed the oh-so-charming and talented
John Eaton, an artist Washington Magazine
christened, “The best jazz pianist, then, now,
and probably forever” to the Lunts’ mural-filled
Drawing Room.
Widely hailed as one of the most inspirational
historic sites in the country, Ten Chimneys
engaged and delighted guests during our tenth
season of tours.
Long-time Ten Chimneys friend, NPR’s host of
Weekend Edition, Jacki Lyden, and her collaborator
and NPR partner, Scott Simon shared “stories from
the road” complemented by an engaging collection
of video and audio clips during their Conversation
at Ten Chimneys.
Academy Award, Tony Award, Golden Globe,
and BAFTA (among countless other honors) winner
Joel Grey, internationally renowned artistic director,
conductor, and pianist Rob Fisher, and the top ten
musical theatre actors in the country were welcomed
to Ten Chimneys for our Lunt-Fontanne Fellowship
Program. See page 6–7 for more information.
During his sold-out Conversation at Ten Chimneys,
in which he was interviewed by 2009 Lunt-Fontanne
Fellow Lee Ernst, Joel Grey shared personal
stories and regaled the audience with a handful
of his signature Broadway songs. The Concluding
Presentation (also sold out) brought Mr. Grey, Mr.
Fisher, and all ten Lunt-Fontanne Fellows to the
stage to share a rare glimpse into the work they
explored during their 8-day immersion experience
at Ten Chimneys.

Emmy, Golden Globe, and SAG Award-winning
actress Laura Linney shared a funny, engaging,
intimate evening of personal anecdotes and
behind-the-scenes stories from her celebrated
career spanning stage, television, and film during
her Conversation at Ten Chimneys.
Throughout the year, we were thrilled to see
many theatres around the country, including the
Peccadillo Theater Company in NYC, produce
Jeffrey Hatcher’s play Ten Chimneys, which began
as an idea at Ten Chimneys in 2008. We look
forward to what will come in the years ahead.
We welcomed back the Milwaukee Repertory
Theater’s Artistic Intern Company for a reading of
the only Shakespearean play the Lunts performed,
The Taming of the Shrew. We also collaborated
with Uprooted Theater to present a reading of
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof with local favorites Marti
Gobel and Jim Pickering.
After a whirlwind, multi-year tour in places around
the world (Britain’s National Theatre in London,
the Museum of Performance & Design in San
Francisco, and the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts & Sciences —where it ran through the 2010
Academy Awards), the Noël Coward Exhibition,
which originated at Ten Chimneys in 2007,
became a part of a larger offering in 2012, Star
Quality: The World of Noël Coward at the New
York Public Library for the Performing Arts at
Lincoln Center.
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The 2012

LUNT-FONTANNE
FELLOWSHIP
PROGRAM
The Lunts were my friends. They were
my idols, my teachers, my mentors.
I think of all the lucky things that
happened to me in my life in the theatre,
the Lunts were the luckiest.
–Helen Hayes

M

s. Hayes’ sentiments on her lifelong friendship
with Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne were
not surprising as the Lunts were not only respected
and celebrated by theatre-goers around the world,
but they were also passionate supporters of actors
who shared their dedication to the craft. They
believed that theatres, and the cultural and artistic
leaders of our communities, must be nurtured and
supported if they are to thrive. And so they did just
that, mentoring and befriending some of the greatest
actors to have taken the stage: Laurence Olivier,
Noël Coward, John Gielgud, Mary Martin, Helen
Hayes, Carol Channing, Katharine Hepburn, and
Montgomery Clift, to name but a few. These were
also the friends who came to Ten Chimneys, to
spend an afternoon, to spend a weekend, or to spend
a month being cared for by the reigning couple of
the theatre at the home they had created and loved.
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We proudly follow the Lunts’ lead and resume
Ten Chimneys’ historic role as the place for actors
to grow artistically, renew their passion for their
art form, deepen their commitment to mentorship,
and form a national community of Lunt-Fontanne
Fellows.

Where do the mentors go to be
mentored?
This one-of-a-kind national program rose from
the question, “Where do the mentors go to be
mentored?” The preeminent actors of our country
are looked to often to mentor and grow the next
generation of actors, but, the question remained,
“Where do these master actors go to be mentored?”
For years, Ten Chimneys leadership sought the
answer, and then realized that the answer was
physically and metaphorically at our door. The great
actors in the country should come to Ten Chimneys,
to work with a world-renowned Master Teacher, to
be rejuvenated, to retreat around the pool, to share
with their fellow actors the joys and challenges of a
life on stage—in essence, to do what the Lunts did
when they were in residence. And so, beginning in
2009, Ten Chimneys once again began serving as
a place of inspiration for “the best of the best” of
American theatrical stages, opening our doors to the
actors who echo the Lunts’ core values—dedication
to craft, passionate pursuit of excellence, nurturing
lasting relationships, attention to detail, and a
devotion to mentorship.
Lifelong friend and Lunt protégé Carol Channing
famously shared that “There is a certain feeling for
actors, or anyone in the theatre, that if you got to
go to Ten Chimneys, you must have done something
right.” For the actors of this generation who are
invited to Ten Chimneys for our Lunt-Fontanne

Fellowship Program, they have not only done
“something right”; they have done it all with the
passion and determination the Lunts so valued.

Who is a Lunt-Fontanne Fellow?
Quite simply, Lunt-Fontanne Fellows are the best
regional stage actors in America—our country’s
most revered and respected mentor actors. Fellows
are chosen after extensive discussions with the best
regional theatre artistic leaders in the country, who
nominate their premier actors to be chosen as LuntFontanne Fellows. Once selected, Lunt-Fontanne
Fellows join an elite group of master actors who are
quickly becoming a recognized national presence as
Lunt-Fontanne Fellows.

THE PROGRAM
In July, we welcomed Master Teacher Joel Grey,
Musical Director Rob Fisher, and our ten LuntFontanne Fellows to Ten Chimneys for a week of
master classes and retreat. Throughout the week,
the Fellows had the rare opportunity to work in
the Lunts’ home and delve into the Broadway
Songbook, exploring the pieces they’ve loved for
years or greeting brand new melodies, all under the
nurturing watch of Joel Grey and Rob Fisher.

There are few names in the theatre that
carry the kind of resonance as the name
Lunt-Fontanne. For those of us who work on
the stage, the passion and devotion that
Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne had for each
other and their craft is the stuff of legend.
–Joel Grey

I am a firm believer that
an artist is most present,
most vital, when he or
she is most challenged—
sometimes uncomfortably
so. It’s a very scary place
to be, but it’s also where
the magic can happen.

2012
FELLOWS

–Joel Grey

Ten Chimneys allows us to wander beautiful
grounds, share stories at our leisure, and work
under wonderful supportive nonjudgmental
conditions. This gathering of artists is an
experience like no other.
–Hollis Resnik, 2012 Fellow

I feel like I’ve returned
from some fabulous
theatrical rehab,
rejuvenated, refreshed,
and even prouder to call
myself an actor. Thanks for
taking such good care of us,
making us feel so “at home”
and corralling a group
I will always be so fond of.
–Brad Oscar, 2012 Fellow

From top left. Christopher Bloch: Signature Theatre,
Arlington, VA; E. Faye Butler: Arena Stage, Washington,
DC & Goodman Theatre, Chicago, IL; Colman Domingo:
TheatreWorks, Palo Alto, CA; Nick Gabriel: American
Conservatory Theater, San Francisco, CA; Sarah Litzsinger:
Milwaukee Repertory Theater, Milwaukee, WI; Susan Moniz:
Chicago Shakespeare Theater, Chicago, IL; Martin Moran:
La Jolla Playhouse, La Jolla, CA; Brad Oscar: Arena Stage,
Washington, DC; Hollis Resnik: Goodman Theatre, Chicago,
IL; David St. Louis: Center Theatre Group, Los Angeles, CA

THE MAIN HOUSE
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THE COTTAGE

THE STUDIO
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ALAN ALDA
I

The prospect of working with talented,
experienced actors as we explore
spontaneity is exciting. That mysteriously
compelling quality of life happening
before our eyes is the goal, and I hope to
learn as much as they do. This is going
to be fun.

n 2005, Alan Alda had the rare distinction of
being nominated for an Oscar (for his role in
Martin Scorsese’s The Aviator), a Tony (for the
Broadway revival of David Mamet’s Glengarry
Glen Ross), and an Emmy (for his role as Arnold
Vinick on The West Wing). The same year, Mr.
Alda’s memoir, Never Have Your Dog Stuffed,
and Other Things I’ve Learned, became a New
York Times bestseller. Mr. Alda has earned an
international reputation as an accomplished actor,
writer, and director, as well as a tireless advocate
for the sciences, hosting the award winning series
Scientific American Frontiers on PBS for eleven
years. Perhaps best known for his iconic role as
Hawkeye Pierce on the classic television series
M*A*S*H, Mr. Alda also wrote and directed
many of the episodes, and was inducted into the
Television Hall of Fame in 1994. On Broadway,
Mr. Alda has inhabited a host of roles from the
physicist Richard Feynman in the play QED to
his Tony nominated turns in Glengarry Glen
Ross, Neil Simon’s Jake’s Women, and the musical
The Apple Tree. We are honored and thrilled to
welcome Mr. Alan Alda to Ten Chimneys next
July to serve as the Master Teacher for our
Lunt-Fontanne Fellowship Program.

PAST MASTER TEACHERS
In 2009 and 2010, Fellows spent the artistic
portion of their Ten Chimneys immersion
experience delving into Shakespeare—with the late
actress Lynn Redgrave and renowned Shakespearean
Barry Edelstein. In 2011, they explored Chekhov
with award-winning actress Olympia Dukakis,
and in 2012, the Lunt-Fontanne Fellows focused
on American Musical Theatre with Broadway
legend Joel Grey. The 2013 program will focus on
spontaneity on stage, and will be led by American
icon, Alan Alda. The Lunt-Fontanne Fellowship
Program is made possible by generous lead grants
from the Greater Milwaukee Foundation, Mae E.
Demmer Charitable Trust and Edward U. Demmer
Foundation—as well as the enduring generosity of
every single donor to Ten Chimneys Foundation.

2012

2011

2010

2009

–Alan Alda
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2013 PARTNER THEATRES
Asolo Repertory Theatre

The Old Globe

Founded in 1960, Asolo Repertory Theatre is the
largest repertory theatre in the southeastern United
States, and Florida’s premier professional theatre.
Hailed as an “important cultural force” and a
“center for theatrical excellence,” Asolo Repertory
Theatre has welcomed and worked with top-flight,
award-winning artistic leaders since its inception,
and will be the first Floridian theatre to participate
in our Lunt-Fontanne Fellowship Program.

In November 2012, Lunt-Fontanne Fellowship
Program Master Teacher and long-standing Ten
Chimneys friend, Barry Edelstein, was named The
Old Globe’s Artistic Director. One of the most
renowned regional theatres in the country, The
Old Globe has been San Diego’s “flagship arts
institutions” for more than 75 years.

THE Pasadena Playhouse
Tennessee Williams, Eugene O’Neill, and Noël
Coward each premiered new works at The Pasadena
Playhouse during the Playhouse’s long history. In
1937, The Pasadena Playhouse was christened the
Official State Theatre of California, and has earned
a reputation as one of the first companies in history
to experiment with new theatrical forms, such as
theatre-in-the-round. 2012 Lunt-Fontanne Fellow,
David St. Louis, took The Pasadena Playhouse stage
in November 2012, starring in Intimate Apparel.

Indiana Repertory Theatre
Over its 41 year history, the Indiana Repertory
Theatre has embraced a wide range of
programming, as the state’s largest professional
theatre, proudly serving both adults and children.
A handful of favorite Lunt plays have appeared
on IRT’s stages over this time, including several
Noël Coward productions, and a play by 2011
Lunt-Fontanne Fellow, Mark Harelik. In 1991, IRT
was honored by the state legislature with the title,
Indiana’s Theatre Laureate.

Huntington Theatre Company
Much like Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, the
artistic leaders of Boston’s Huntington Theatre
Company carry on a mission to “train and support
the next generation of theatre artists,” and have
earned the reputation as one of the nation’s
preeminent regional theatres, garnering numerous
awards over the years, including four Tony
nominations.

Cleveland Play House
Cleveland Play House has the distinction of being
the first American professional regional theatre.
Since 1915, Cleveland Play House has produced
more than 100 world and/or American premiers,
and has welcomed into its Hall of Fame Dom
DeLuise, Ed Asner, Marlo Thomas, and 2012 LuntFontanne Fellowship Program Master Teacher and
Broadway legend, Joel Grey.

Alley Theatre
The Tony award-winning Alley Theatre is one of
the oldest resident theatres in the United States.
Founded in 1947 by high school drama teacher,
Nina Vance, the Alley Theatre has grown into a
cultural and artistic force in Houston, producing
an eclectic mix of new works by contemporary
playwrights, complemented by classics.

Pacific Conservatory of the
Performing Arts
Founded in 1964, California’s PCPA Theaterfest
(Pacific Conservatory of the Performing Arts) is
home to a resident professional company, which has
included over the years such eminent actors as Boyd
Gaines, Belita Moreno, Byron Jennings, Michael
Winters, Deborah May, and 2011 Lunt-Fontanne
Fellow Mark Harelik, as well as supporting the
early careers of notables such as Robin Williams,
Mercedes Ruehl, Kathy Bates and Kelly McGillis, to
name but a few.

Denver Center Theatre Company
The Lunts’ close confidante and trusted advisor,
Donald Seawell, and Miss Helen Bonfils founded
the Denver Center Theatre Company in the late
1950s. Since 1977, the DCTC has produced 475
Broadway hits and staged 6 national touring
premiers, 3 new musicals, and 11 cabaret shows.
Mr. Seawell was also responsible for the inception
of the Colorado Performing Arts Hall of Fame, into
which the Lunts were inducted in 1999, the same
year their national postage stamp was issued.

Paper Mill Playhouse
Samuel Campbell opened the Thistle Paper Mill in
1795 on the site that 143 years later would become
the Paper Mill Playhouse. Known as New Jersey’s
premier regional theatre, the Paper Mill Playhouse
has staged productions with such American icons
as Celeste Holm, Jean Stapleton, Shelley Winters,
Lunt friend and protégé Carol Channing, Betty
White, and Sandy Duncan, to name but a few. In
the 1970s, the Governor proclaimed Paper Mill
Playhouse as the State Theatre of New Jersey.
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A Tour of

TEN CHIMNEYS

I came away with the feeling that this couple had
lived well and loved well. It was inspiring.
–Ten Chimneys 2012 tour guest

T

our guests of Ten Chimneys are placed in
small, comfortable groups and are led through
the estate by our knowledgeable docents. The Full
Estate Tour provides the optimum Ten Chimneys
experience. This tour includes the three-story
Main House, the Studio, the Cottage, the restored
gardens, and the exteriors of the Poolhouse,
Greenhouse, and Creamery. For guests who may
have difficulty traversing the full estate, we offer a
tour of the fourteen room Main House.

Why Genesee Depot?
As a boy growing up in Milwaukee, Alfred and his
family often picnicked in the rolling countryside
of Genesee Depot. In 1906, the family settled in
the tiny hamlet, and Alfred’s stepfather took up
practicing medicine. It was a charmed year in
Alfred’s life, so much so that, in 1915, after coming
into his father’s inheritance, Alfred purchased his
own 3-acre plot and designed an early rendition of
the Main House for his mother and half-siblings.
In 1922, Alfred brought his bride, Lynn Fontanne,
“home” for summers in the country—a home that
eventually became Ten Chimneys.
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The Lunt-Fontanne Program Center houses our
Permanent Exhibition (Alfred Lunt and Lynn
Fontanne: A Life on Stage), Traveling Exhibitions
(visit page 5 to see where our Noël Coward Exhibition
has traveled), and Annual Exhibitions. See page 4 for
more information on our 2012 Exhibition.

Estate Tours of Ten Chimneys are offered May
through November, rain or shine. Reservations are
highly recommended. Please ring 262.968.4110
for more information.
Group rates are extended for advance reservation
to groups of 20 or more guests.
Ten Chimneys is a National Historic Landmark, a
Save America’s Treasures project site, and is listed
in the National Register of Historic Places.

DESIGN FOR LIVING Ten Chimneys Museum Store

N

amed for the groundbreaking Noël Coward
play made famous by Alfred Lunt and Lynn
Fontanne, the Ten Chimneys Museum Store,
Design for Living, offers unique and delightful
gifts and keepsakes that enhance the Ten Chimneys
experience with the best expressions of Alfred
and Lynn’s love of theatre, of country living and
hospitality, of fashion and glamour, of gardening
and entertaining, and so much more.
Here you’ll find exciting décor items with a period
flavor from the Lunts’ golden years of the 1920s,
’30s, ’40s and ’50s, such as glamorous tabletop
ideas, tea and coffee sets, and serving ware with
a touch of colorful whimsy. Alfred’s love of
gardening and Lynn’s fondness for games are also
represented in the store, as is their lifelong love of
theatre and historic objects, illustrated in beautiful
books to keep or to give as gifts.

Located in the Lunt-Fontanne Program Center,
Design for Living also features mementoes found
exclusively at Ten Chimneys. Alfred Lunt’s
Cookbook features more than 100 recipes by

the renowned actor and Le Cordon Bleu-trained
chef, lavishly illustrated with historic photographs
of the estate and Broadway’s most beloved stars.
You’ll also find Alfred’s special blend of coffee,
created for today by Anodyne Coffee Roasters.
Pour it into a colorful Ten Chimneys keepsake
mug while playing solitaire with Ten Chimneys
playing cards, each diamond, club, spade and
heart illustrating a location or player in the Ten
Chimneys story.
With a wide range of price levels from which to
choose, you will always find an appealing gift or
memento of your visit. Can’t decide which gift
would be best? Also available are our Design for
Living gift cards in any denomination, or a Ten
Chimneys Estate Tour gift certificate. Whatever
your choice, our gracious staff will be happy to
assist you. The Ten Chimneys Museum Store,
Design for Living, is open during regular tour
hours. Visit our website, www.tenchimneys.org,
for more information or to order select items by
phone call 262.968.4110.

Stay Connected
SOCIAL MEDIA
facebook.com/tenchimneys
twitter.com/tenchimneys

Join thousands of fans for updates, articles, photos,
discounts, and all things Ten Chimneys.

PRESERVATION BLOG
tenchimneys.tumblr.com
Enjoy regular updates on the estate’s ongoing
preservation and restoration.

PHOTOS
flickr.com/tenchimneys
Our favorite photos throughout the year posted
to inspire the life well-lived.

VIDEOS
youtube.com/tenchimneys
Watch videos of Alfred and
Lynn or hear Master Teachers
Barry Edelstein and Lynn
Redgrave wax poetic about
the spell of Ten Chimneys.
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VOLUNTEERING

Photo to the left, volunteers who celebrated a 10th
anniversary. Back row: Marilu McCartney, Karen Maahs,
Bev Kroening, Judy Cooley, Jim Chermak, Carmen
Ilseman, Evan Bestland, Caroline Mallatt, Tom Gobel,
Connie Fleige, Wayne Hawk, Carla Osterhaus, Norm
Vincent, Pat Grulke, Beth Hansing, Donna Swanson,
Marilyn Clark. Middle Row: Jo Balistreri, Ann Alger, Lee
Piekarski, Joan Fohr, Caryl Parchem, Susan Bergman,
Donna Vincent, Sue Schubring. Front Row: Mary Ann
Noe, Barbara Begale, Carol Thieme.
Celebrated a 10th Anniversary, but not pictured:
Bert Apple, Eileen Burpee, Ann Cato, Joan Dow, Mary
Engle, Doris Kimball, Rockie Matson, Lynn Naniot,
Shirley Natzel, Virginia Oakland, Bertha Schliewe, Barb
Schmidt, Janet Stamm, Diane Thuemling, Darlene Weis,
Carla Werner, Becky Whaley.
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The heart of

our organization
V

olunteers find inspiration, personal growth, and
a delightful community of eclectic friends at
Ten Chimneys Foundation. This year, we welcomed
33 new Volunteers to a corps that generously gave
over 11,000 hours of their time. Volunteers tend the
gardens, dust the chandeliers, guide our guests through
the estate, and so much more. They are truly the heart
of our organization.
Our Volunteers have diverse backgrounds; from Social
Workers to Engineers, from Educators to Steel Sales
Representatives, the common thread between them is
a shared love of learning and an affinity with the core
values that the Lunts used to shape their lives.
Ten Chimneys was saved, restored and continues to
be stewarded daily by creative and devoted people like
you. If you are interested in joining us, do contact our
Volunteer Manager, Alyssa Tsagong at 262.968.4161
extension 212 for more information.

I will always be grateful for the commitment
and support shown by all of our Volunteers.
They continually ensure our guests receive
a Lunt-like experience.
–Randy Bryant
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�ank You

to those who support the mission of
Ten Chimneys Foundation

I

n 2013, Ten Chimneys Foundation celebrates the
10th anniversary of opening this remarkable estate
to the public. Through years of determination and
passion, our donors have made it possible for us to
acquire the property located in the rolling hills of the
Kettle Moraine, to gather expert restoration artisans
and advisors, to restore Ten Chimneys, and to open its
doors. Since opening, we have offered engaging public
and theatre-related programming which entertains,
inspires, and beguiles while educating visitors about the
Lunts’ “art of living.”
As with any inspired organization, the work is never
complete. The Lunts were known for finding ways
throughout the run of a performance to deepen their
understanding of their characters. At Ten Chimneys,
much like the Lunts, we are constantly finding ways to
expand and enhance the Ten Chimneys experience for
our audience—you. With the Lunts’ core values and
passions as our guide we strive toward diversifying
our programming, ensuring the stewardship of this
historically significant property, and continuing to
provide quality experiences for all of those who visit
and share Ten Chimneys.
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Special thanks to
our Lunt-Fontanne
Society Members

Phoebe R. Lewis

Joseph W. Garton*

Susan A. Lueger

Ellen Gibbons

Missy MacLeod

Michael Goldberg

Donna Meyer

Leonard J. Goldstein

Howard C. Miller

Anne B. Grunau

Charles M. Nelson

Joan J. Hardy

Jamshed Patel

Susan Jennings

Greater Milwaukee Foundation

Shelia Payton

Geoffrey Johnson

David Herro and Jay Franke

Karen A. Robison

Patricia E. Kern

David Hiller

Cynthia See

Charles A. Krause

Charles D. Jacobus Family Foundation

William A. See

Virginia R. MacNeil

Judy and Gary Jorgensen

Linda F. Stephenson

Sean Malone

Koeppen-Gerlach Foundation

Carl T. Syburg

Molly K. Martin

Kern Family Foundation

Nicole Teweles

Toni P. Mathis

Phoebe R. and John D. Lewis
Family Foundation

Chandra Sheila Unni

Ann B. McNeer

Joanne Williams

Robert R. Mead*

Kathleen A. Wilson

William J. Moynihan*

Marcia and Greg Peterson

Gail Ann Winkler

KC Nemschoff

Mary Dell Pritzlaff

Trustee EMERITI

Anonymous (2)
Kathryn and John Burke
Mae E. Demmer Charitable Trust
Four-Four Foundation
Deirdre W. Garton

National Endowment for the Arts
Nicholas Family Foundation

Pleasant T. Rowland Foundation
Kathleen H. Seidel
R.A. Stevens Family Foundation
Olive I. and Eunice J. Toussaint Foundation
Versant

Jeffrey B. Bartell
Kit Basquin
Robert M. Bolz*
Charles W. Bray*
Kathryn Murphy Burke

Current Trustees

Reed Coleman

Judy A. Jorgensen, Board Chair

Christine K. Connelly

Randy Bryant, President & CEO

William L. Denton*

Edward H. Cichurski

George A. Dionisopoulos

Harry L. Drake

Marianne Epstein*

Ness Flores

Catherine Estrampes

Deirdre W. Garton

Martin H. Frank*

Laura Gordon

Aaron Frankel

Robert L. Hanley

W. Jerome Frautschi

Judith A. Hansen

Wendy L. Gahn-Ackley

James Pickering
E. Arthur Prieve
James B. Quirk
Janice Sands
Anne Shull
Carol N. Skornicka
Thomas E. Terry
L. William Teweles
Nancy B. Van Deuren
David B. Wescoe
*Denotes Trustees
who are deceased

yOUR GIFT HAS AN
IMMEDIATE IMPACT
Name(s)
CONTACT INFOrmation
The name and address on file is correct, or
Add/change my contact information to:

GIFT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT PREFERENCES

(optional)
I prefer to make this contribution anonymously.
(Please do not list my name in any donor recognition.)
This gift is in honor or memory of a person or event:

GIFT AMOUNT $

Thank you.

GIFT DETAILS

We simply cannot achieve our
ambitious goals without you.
Your annual investment supports the core values
of the Lunts, as well as the programs, activities,
and preservation initiatives of the Foundation.
The Board, Staff, and Volunteers of Ten Chimneys
Foundation work tirelessly to ensure that every
dollar donated is utilized toward sustaining and
preserving this cultural and educational destination.
Please consider a gift today.
If you would like to know more about the work we
do, visit us online or call us at 262.968.4161. We
enjoy talking with donors and friends about this
extraordinary resource for theatre, the arts, and the
“art of living.”

DONOR LEVELS
$50– $249
Grand Entrance in the Arrival Hall
$250 – $499
Brunch with Helen Hayes on the Garden Terrace
$500–$1,499
Game of Hearts with Larry Olivier in the Library
$1,500 – $4,999
Chat with Kate Hepburn in the Flirtation Room
$5,000 – $9,999
Song with Noël Coward in the Drawing Room
$10,000+
Dinner in the Dining Room with Alfred and Lynn

A check to “Ten Chimneys Foundation” is enclosed, or
Charge the above “Gift Amount” to my credit card:

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION
This is a one-time charge to my credit card, or
Charge the “Gift Amount” each month to my credit card
1st or
15th of the month.
on the
NAME ON CARD
CARD NUMBER
EXP. DATE

BILLING ZIP CODE

Donate online: www.tenchimneys.org
Donate by phone: 262.968.4161
Donate by returning this card to:
Ten Chimneys Foundation
PO Box 225
Genesee Depot, WI 53127

2012 NEWSLETTER

PO Box 225, Genesee Depot, Wisconsin 53127

NON-PROFIT ORG.

Ten Chimneys, the estate lovingly created by theatre legends Alfred Lunt
and Lynn Fontanne, is open to the public as a world-class house museum
and national resource for theatre, the arts, and the art of living. For more
on our programs for the public (including tours) and our programs for
American theatre, please visit www.tenchimneys.org. Ten Chimneys is
a National Historic Landmark, a Save America’s Treasures project site,
and is listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Ten Chimneys is
owned by the non-profit 501(c)3 organization Ten Chimneys Foundation,
Inc. Estate tours, programs for the public and American theatre, and
restoration and preservation of the estate are directed by the Foundation,
which is headquartered at the Lunt-Fontanne Program Center in
Genesee Depot, Wisconsin.
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Cover image by Amanda E. Shilling © TCF. Ms. Shilling is a long-time
Foundation staff member whose stunning photography is shown on
pages 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 13, 14, 15 © TCF. We are also pleased to feature the
exceptional work of Foundation friend and professional photographer,
James Brozek. Mr. Brozek’s photography is featured on pages 3, 5, 7,
12, 15 © TCF. Page 7 headshots courtesy of our Fellows’ respective
nominating theatres. Page 10 headshots courtesy of Mr. Alda, Mr. Grey,
Ms. Dukakis, and Mr. Edelstein. Page 10 photo of Ms. Redgrave at Ten
Chimneys by Mr. Brozek © TCF. Page 9 Studio interior and Cottage
exterior photos, as well as the page 4 Drawing Room photo by Michael
David Rose Photography © TCF. Page 2, 4, 17, and the back cover photo
are by Warren O’Brien from the O’Brien Family Collection at WHS ©
TCF. Page 3 bottom image is courtesy of Kim Suhr, Red Oak Young
Writers. Page 5 photo of Laura Linney at Ten Chimneys by Yoav Levin
© TCF. The photo of Randy Bryant at Ten Chimneys by Scott Paulus ©
TCF. Additional photos are by talented Foundation staff members. To
request addition to or deletion from our newsletter mailing list, simply
call 262.968.4161 x200.

Tours of

TEN CHIMNEYS
2013 ESTATE TOUR SEASON
May 7th through December 1st

